INTRODUCTION

Itis a pleasure and a privilege to write a few introductory words to
this fascinating and important book. It must have been during one
of the many, enjoyable chats which we have had during the past
year that Dr. Maung Maung mentioned his hopes of editing a short
volume on Aung San. With his customary modesty, he has now
implied that it was [ who suggested its writing to him. Let me
frankly say that I do not deserve the credit. All I may have done is
to getinfected by his own enthusiasm, and to urge him to go ahead.

Dr. Maung Maung primarily wrote this book for the young
generation of Burma (Myanmar), to whom Aung San has become
aname in national history, but no longer a living and glowing inspi-
ration. I believe that he has superbly succeeded in this self-appointed
task, and that he has done 5o in a most unusual, not to say unortho-
dox, way. I am not only referring to the highly original way in
which autobiography and biography are intertwined in _4ung San of
Burmia (Myanmar), to add up to a surprisingly alive and three-di-
mensional portrait of the founder of modern Burma (Myanmar).
Even more impressive is the fact that this book is no civics primer
about an idolized national hero, no panegyric, but a composite
record of a highly complex and fascinating personality. Aung San's
indomitable energy, his devotion to duty and hard work, his pa-
triotism, and his dhanisma- they all are writ large in these pages. But
so are his moodiness, his erratic behaviour, his less attractive per-
sonal habits. I can think of very few Founding Fathers in any coun-
try of the world who have been presented so soberly, so realisti-
cally, and so lovingly, by one of their own contemporaries and
nationals. If the young people of his country are to find inspiration,
dedication, and an example in Aung San, this book will make them
patriots in the best sense of the word. They will be spared the
senseless adulation of chauvinistic nationalism that so often ob-
scures the true greatness of truly great men.

Aung San of Burma (Myanmar) is at first sight a deceptively mod-
est, almost simple book. It is, in fact, a work of scholarship and a
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work of art, and its importance is therefore by no means circum-
scribed by the author’s immediate purpose. As a work of ar, it
achieves portraiture with apparent effortlessness. De. Maung Maung
has seemingly limited himself to the writing of brief explanatory
prefaces for each selection, and to the compiling of the very useful
Appendix. But has he, really? Has he not chosen his picces with
infinite care, with the sure touch of the biographer? Aung San's
relations with his family, the young student’s aloofness from girls
and his later courtship of his wife, his exuberance and his depres-
sions, his early ideological naiveté and his later lightning grasp of
reality — they all emerge accidentally, as it were, as so many facets of
Aung San's personality. The pieces, in short, are parts of a mosaic,
carefully selected, expertly trimmed, and painstakingly assembled.

These same qualiies make the book noteworthy as a scholarly
achievement. No-one, | believe, was better qualified to attempt a
biography of Aung San than Dr. Maung Maung, Burma's
(Myanmar's) best known author in the English . His re-
search for this volume was exhaustive. He brought with him to
Yale many of the voluminous sources he needed for his work, and
for months he also turned into an academic sleuth, tracking down
additional, scarce materials from many parts of the world. He then
distlled, from thousands of pages, the essence of Aung San's life
and work. Look at the section devoted to “The Wisdom of Aung
San,” and you will admire the skill of the creative scholar, who has
managed to extract from the overly long speeches of a man not
born a speaker but a doer the gist of a political philosophy. Read
the part on “War and Resistance,’ and you will experience the trans-
formation of an idealistic but unsophisticated student into a hard-
ened soldier, a skilful politician, and a mature statesman.

Since Aung San's story is to such a large extent the history of the
birth of modern Burma (Myanmar), the book makes a most wel-
come contribution to the scanty literature on Southeast Asia. It is, in
fact, one of the very few significant biographical works in English
on any modern non-Western leader. If not as probing and reveal-
ing as Nehru's autobiography, it is nonetheless an intensely human
and often moving account of one of the key figures who helped
to shape the new Southeast Asia. As such, it is virmally without
parallel in providing insights into the development of a new ruling
group. The ideological uncertainties of Burma's (Myanmar's) fu-
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ture leaders, their helplessness in colonial Burma (Myanmar), their
‘bourpeois’ limitations, their naiveté in seeking and accepting Japa-
nese aid, their disillusionment with Japan — some of them already
discernible in U Nu's revealing Burma under the Japanese Ocapation —
are here brought into stark relief. The Japanese training centres of
“The Thirty Comrades’ suddenly spring to life. The place of the
Communists in the resistance and after the war, the “feel’ of No.
10, Downing Street, the relationship between Burmans (Myanmar)
and Karens — these are a few of the many facets of intimate history
in the making that are the historian's delight, which yet are so scanty
in the recorded annals of modern Southeast Asia. [t will be diffi-
cult to bypass Aung San of Burma (Myanmar) in any future work
dealing with Southeast Asian history and politics. Indeed, ‘area spe-
cialists” apart, many a scholar will doubtless find it of generic im-
portance to the study of non-Western intelligentsias as political lead-
ers.

Let me end on a more personal note. Dr. Maung Maung wrote
this book in an astonishingly short time, and after he had com-
pleted 4 Trial in Burma, a detailed analysis of the tial of Aung
San's assassins. How he manages to hide his inexhaustible energy
behind an apparently leisurely and unhurried appearance, and how
he apparently leisurely and unhurried appearance, and how he pre-
serves an almost proverbial charm and courtesy in the midst of the
beehive activities of an American university campus are questions
which none of us have so far been able 1o answer. Perhaps the
enigma will be solved during DeMaung Maung's second year in
our midst, but we cannot be sure. Suffice it to say that we are
proud that <lwng San of Burma was written at Yale. We hope that it
will be the first pillar of the brdge spanning Rangoon and Yale,
which Dr. Maung Maung wants us to build with him.

Flanny . Brnin
New Haven, Connecticut
September, 1961
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PREFACE

Aung San, founder of New Burma (Myanmar), fell under assas-
sins' bullets on the 19th July, 1947, when he was 33. His rise had
been rapid in the last five years of his brief life, from commander
of the Burma (Myanmar) Independence Army and leader of the
resistance to national leader, popular heto, and architect of free-
dom. Burma's (Myanmar's) independence had been established all
but in name when he died, and he had found himself a lasting place
in history and the hearts of our peoples.

The name Aung San does not merely bring back tender memo-
ries in Burma (Myanmar), it a wakens the political conscience as
well. People remember what he stood for: honesty and hard work,
unity and discipline, and such homely virtues; they talk of these as
the ‘Aung San way” or his Jangsa, the way they must, or should try 1o
go. Politicians always claim that they are the faithful followers of
the Jangin. Early in 1958, when the party which Aung San led as a
united front broke into two factions, both proclaimed themselves
to be such followers and prompty marched off in opposite direc-
tions. The Aung San park in Rangoon (Yangon) is where the chil-
dren come to play, and the politicians to pledge. Aung San's pic-
tures on the ballot boxes doubtless won the then-undivided party
many seats in the parliamentary elections of 1951-52, and 1956,
and it was only in 1958, when the two contending factions could
not agree on which of them should enjoy, the exclusive use of the
vote-winning picture that an election rule was added disallowing
candidates and parties the use of it.

But then, the post-war years have been years of change and
ferment, of peril and opportunity, the world over, and in Burma
(Myanmar) too. We may feel despondent sometimes, after the first
Hush of independence has worn off, but we can at least console
ourselves that we are sull there, keeping constant faith in the basic
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values of a free society, and the name Aung San sull conjures up
images and visions, still awakens the conscience. We may not have
followed his fengin faithfully; our major political parties may have
parted, but they march in circles and profess the same faith, so that
they soon meet again on grinning terms.

I have tried, in this volume, to project a picture of Aung San,
the man, his role, and his times in Burma (Myanmar), and also to
bring out his message anew specially for the benefit of our younger
people. This volume may, in some small way, help to give them a
sense of history and a feeling of roots. They may dismiss the mes-
sage as just a lot of platitudes, but hearing it will not do them any
harm.

Several sources have been tapped in gathering this collection,
Some extracts are reproducced from published works which are
not readily accessible to readers in Burma (Myanmar); some are
translations from Burmese (Myanmar) sources which are not easily
accessible to western scholars. There are also onginal contributions
from Aung San's contemporaries who will, I hope, one day write
and record their memoirs and work together on a full-length biop-
raphy of Aung San. I attempted to write one myself in 1948, when
the world and I were somewhat younger, and The Nation, English-
language newspaper in Rangoon (Yangon), making its gallant de-
but, published my study in serial form. Recently, on a visit to the
Library of Congress, I found those eatly issues of the newspaper
— which are getting to be rare now — and my articles. [ decided,
however, that those articles should rest undisturbed in the archives,
and 1 should try to get for this collection the writings of those who
were closer to Aung San. 1 sent out requests to all of such people I
could think of, and many of them responded warmly, giving me
suggestions and references or new material.

Friends in Rangoon (Yangon) sent over to me all the speeches
and writings of Aung San that they could lay hands on, many of
them in his own English, and helped to translate those that were
available only in Burmese (Myanmar). After a few months of cor-
respondence between New Haven and Rangoon (Yangon), the
papers were ready for selection and editng”l have done both rather
severely, to cut the length, reduce repetition, sharpen the pictures,
and generally make the collection smaoth and easy reading for my
younger friends' in Burma (Myanmar). Lhope, however, that [ have
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got the sense and the facts correctly, and preserved the pith and
flavour of Aung San. I also hope that our Government will collect
the speeches and writings and publish them in full for the perma-
nent record, before they get scattered and lost.

This small volume is written by many bands and made possible
by many friends, and it may be presumptuous on my part to thank
my co-producers, but 1 thank them all the same:

Daw Khin Kyi (Madame Aung San), Burma's (Myanmar's)
Ambassador in New Delhi; Prime Minister 1 Nu; Chief Justice
of Burma (Myanmar), U Myint Thein; Ambassadors U Hla
Maung in London, Bogadier Maung Maung in Iseael, U Mya
Sein in Malaya, U Thant at the United Nations and U Vunmi Ko
Hau in Dijakarta; Brigadiers Aung Gyi and Tin Pe; Brigadiers
(retired) Bo Let Ya, Kya Doe; Miss Dorothy Woodman in Lon-
don, for their interest and encouragement

the contributors to this volume; '

the Ministry of Information; the Defence Services Historical
Research Institute; Miss Barbara Stephien of the Union Bank of
Burma (Myanmar); the editors of the Guardian publications,
Rangoon; Mr. James Spey of the Central Office of Informa-
ton, London; Chatham House, London; Mr. John Musgeave,
Sterling Memarial Libracy, Yale University; Mr Cecil Hobbs,
Library of Congress; S Girja Kumar, Librarian, Sapru House,
New Delhi; Professor Nyi Nyi, University of Rangoon, U Htin
Gyl of Sarpay Beikman Institute; U Nyo Mya, M.P, of the
Osay newspaper; U Thein Naing of the Defence Services His-
torical Research Institute; U Than Hrut, director, Institute of
l’.'_.‘ullturc. Rangaoon (Yangon) for help in the collection of mate-

nals;

Professor Harry | Benda, Acting Director, Southeast Asia Stud-

tes, Yale University, for the inspiration;

Professors Robert A. Dahl, Karl |.Pelzer and William S. Cornyn,

and DeR.A Holden of Yale Univessity for making Yale a happy

and stimulating experience for me; 7 T

The Ford Foundation whose generous grant has enabled me to

come and spend two years at Yale with my family; the follow-

g authors and publishers for permission to reproduce extmcts:

Rev. G. Appleton, “The Burmese Viewpoint’, in The Asiatic Re-

wew, of July 1948, East & West Lid,, London; C. R. Attlee, As It
Happened, William Heinemann Lid., London, and The Viking
Press Inc., New Yotk;

Maurice Collis, Last and First in Burma, Faber and Faber Ltd,,
London, and The Macmillan Company, New York; F S, V.
Donnison, British Mifitary dministration in the Far East, 1943-46,
by permission of the Controller of Her Britannic Majesty's Sta-
donery Office, London;

Tom Driberg's participation in the Burma Debate, Hansard, the
House of Commons;

Lord Louis Mountbatten of Burma, Report to the Combined Chiefs
of Staff by the Supreme Allied Commander, Southeast Asia, by pet-
mission of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office,
London;

Field-Marshal Sir William Slim, Defeat into 1ictory, copy-right
1956 by Sir William Slim, by permission of Cassell & Co,, Lon-
don, David McKay Company Inc. and Harold Ober Associ-
ates Inc, New York;

Mrs. Constance Raiano who typed the manuscript, my wife Ma
Khin Myint who typed the Burmese material and scores of letters,
Miss Ruth Borel of Southeast Asia Studies, Yale University, who
organized the preparation of the manuscript with her usual skill
and devotion;
and many many friends.

Mavsec Maowg
MNew Haven, Connecticut,
September, 1961.
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Aung San was absolutely honest. He was a good
military leader too, brave and skilful. He was a patriot,
and his patriotism and honesty won respect from
all of us in Japan as well as on our march.

Kefi Suzuki ( Bo Mogyvoe)

The greatest impression he made on me was one of honesty.
He was not free with glib assurances and he hesitated to
commit himself, but I had the idea that if he agreed to do
something he would keep his word. I could do
business with Aung San.

Field Marshal Sir William S

He is a young man,only about 30 or 31, of great intelligence,
political intelligence as well as military intelligence, and
he is undoubtedly - because I have been about in Burma in the
last month or two and have seen him in various parts of it
and have seen the way the people regard him - the hero of
the younger generation in Burma today.

Lom Diriber

In my view Aung San was a statesman of considerable capacity
and wisdom, as was shown by his proposals for dealing with the
minority communities on generous lines. Had he lived, Burma
might well have stayed in the Commaonwealth, but, as it was,
the Burmese decided on complete independence.

R Aftlee




