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Preface (by the Editor)
By Myt Zan, Ph.D.

tretired Professor of Law)

My late mother Professor Dr Daw Mymt Myiot Khin (15 De-
cember 1923 - 19 June 20014} started preparations 10 wnte the book
Hurmese Wonren Through the Ages The Heritage around 20062007
when she was 83 vears old. As she had written herself in the Pro-

Professor

logue, Epilogue and Acknowledg duous task, She
Dr Myint Myint Khin liberature n 1946 and mﬂ”mw ogue, Epilogue and Acknowledgments it was an arduous task, She
BA, MBBS of Surgery (M.B,8.5) in 1950 from the University of completed # rough drall of her buok al the ape past ninety in April
¥ Ra She became a Mambar of the I Gl b iR P i A G
MRCP (Edinburgh), dm ™ tgl:lif:lurﬂ'h}ln 195?3:5 & lage: 2014 rwo months before she passed away,

FRCP (Edinburgh) A few minutes belore she passed away [ promised her that |

wauld complere the asks that was Jeft unfulfilled of which she was
eager 0 underiake, Three months belore she passed away she pre-
sented to the families of two Jate Burnmese authors whe have written
about scientific matters in the Burmese langusge the inaugural My-
- mi Myt Khin scientific literacy awards, 1 did fulfil that pledge

when, oul of my own initiative, in May 2017 1 presented the second
Myint Mymnt Khin scweniific Iiteracy awards to science enthusiasts

of the Royal Collage of Physicians (FRGF| (Ecllntlurgh]

UfMad[dmatﬂilll‘BlJlulﬂ nfMBdiﬂrin?
Burma from 1965 lo December 1984, A

and founders of the online Burmese language wriosity Seience
Vagazine,

The second promise that 1 made to my mother was that | would
cantinue 1o support o cempletion the book she has been editing
where about 25 Burmese medical doctors from various medical dis-.

Emllmmmdimludumﬂmmﬂmhnmwhhm.
mwmwmmum%mmh
{15 December 1923 March 2013, Burmese Women Through the Agas:

-18 June 2014) The Hertege Ie her posthumous publicalion. aplines contributed chapters in the book titled Histor of Medrcal
mﬁﬁqﬁ . o teigftyoers fom Education m Myammar [885-2010 where my mother was initiutor

aml Chief Editor until she passed away, In December 201 5, sbout 18
munths after my mother passed away, the book was published., Just
before my mother passed away the late Professor Dr Aung Than
Bamw indicated to me that she would he mentioned as *Posthunious

She also established the philanthropic organisation

Suppart Group for Elderly Doctors (SGED) and -
Day Care Centre for eldedy doclors a5 well s

Myint Myint Khin Scientific Lieracy Awards.
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Ehiel B
mether's death (us reproduced in the Appendix). However, when
the book was published, on the cover page of the book my mother's
nome did not appear. Instead, the names of the late Dr Aung Than
Batu and the late Dr U Ko Ko were mentioned as “Bdiors”. Inside
the book, in his Preface, 1 Aung Than Bat memioned and thanked
my late mother for intiating the project to compile the book. o1
times eajoling the medical doctors to contribute chapters to the
book. He also thanked me for providing the finances and the produc-
tion of the book which was around six million (60 lakhs) kyats.

[T was also mientionsed in Tos tribute article after my

The third promise that [ made to my mother was that | would see
to it that this book Burmese Women Throuch the Ages: The Heri-
rage tha she had completed in rough drafi would be published. That
would prove to be a more complicated and difficult task. From
March 2014 to July 2004 1 was on unpaid leave from the post of
Professor at the Faculty of Law, at Multimedia Untversity in Malac-
ca, Malavsia to look after Mum who was in the Shwe Gon Dine
speetalist huspital in Yangon, In July 2014, | had 1o return to Malay-
sia to do Further teaching and research a1 the University there till ]
retired from [ull-tite teaching and retumed to Yangon in December
2016, 1 could not Tocaie the draft of my mother's book in one loca-
ticn; various parts and chaplers of the book were all spread oot

Afier some six vears 1 was able to retrieve the drafls of the book
fromy my mother's laptop computer which has heen misplaced lor
some time and colluted them in a single file, Retired Professor of
Medicinge Dr Tin Hiut whe had assisted my mother 8 lot in the prepa-
ration of her book draft was able 1o retrieve the files typed in Page-
Maker format from his own collection. After nearly cight vears
since my Mum completed the rough draft of the boak | was ahle 10
collate the materials and manage to print out the drafts. | visited
Mandalay in February 2023 for the unveiling coeremony of the busts
ol my mother and |ate father Dr San Baw (29 June 2022 - 7 Decem-
ber 19843 at the U Hla Tun Caneer Foundanon, Mindalay. | have
donated substantial smount of monies w the hospree for the exten-
sion huilding for the library and computer room at the 1 Hla Tun
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[inspice te honour my fate parenis. The ceremony held in Mandalay
ot 26 February 2023 to dedicate the extension building and the un-
vetlig of my Yate parents’ busts in the library was mtended by over
i hundred persens. Peofessor Dr Tin Hiuut was one of the speakers at
the unvelling ceremony. He also provided me with a tumb drive of
wy mother's manuseripl. From the thumb drive, the printing of
abont 160,000 1w about 180,000 words of the manuaseript was done
at the library at the University of Medicing, Mandalay. | thank Daw
Aye Ave Khaing, librarian and the library stafl’ [or assisting me.

1 alsu hisd to areange to transfer the PageMaker format to Micro-
antl Word so that T can edit on the Microsoft Word. I thank comput-
er technician Ko Wei Phvo of Yangon for assisting me with this and
the techinical aspects of the book.

Sinee March 2023 1 have heen collating, reading, editing, pro-
vieing sources and references, preparing the Bibliography, prepar-
iy the Appendixes eie for the dratl of Humrese Wornen (hrough
ihe Apes. As stated above, the draft that my mother completed was
uidecd a rough draft. In many places Mum bad left unfinished in
Uiting sources, For example, she would write "see Sar Desai book”
ot even tsee the book that 1 bought from Sri Lanka’ withoul naming
e tinle of the book, 1t was an arduous task for me to search online
ail i the thard copy” of the books that | huve to provide sources. |
realise that in # lew cases there may be a lack of exact sources for
the statemenis and claims made in the book. Mum has stated 1o me
Ut Bers is not o [ully scademie or scholarly book as such butio give
the intormation abow the historiesl and current status of Burmese
women lo the general interested public. Mum has transliterated
many Hurmese/Myanmar words, The transijteration is not in accor-
dance with the standard transtiterntion usages and phonetics. For the
non-conformity, so to speak, of the transliterated Burmese words
fid phirases with the proper phonetic usage, | beg the reader’s indul-
ponce.

The most secent drafts of my mather's boak is as of April 2014,
There may be much earlier ohservations and statements writlen

b Myini Myinl Khin

yenrs eiclier than 2004, Henee there 15 8 need o apdate them by the

Edntor, 1 have done so with miy comments amd updates m ttabics, 1
trust that these notes and updates clarify, add and provide back-
ground perspective to the statements made by the Author.

My late mother had expressed her thanks o various persons m
the Acknowledgments, | would like 1o especially express my grali-
tiude 1 D1 Tin s, renited Professor of Medicine, University of
Medicine. Mandalay for his kind assistance given 1o my Mum when
she was writing the book and for the assistance given 1o me t re-
trieve the drafis of the book, for his help, suggestions and encour-
agement during the editing process.

My thanks also (o thase who wrote the Introductions {m chrono-
logical order according 1o azed James Bovd White. Dr Tin Hiaing
{altas) Phochlame. D Hla Yee Yee. Janelle Saffin and Ei Shwe Sin.
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