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About This Book

Most of the source materials used for these tales are the
stone inscriptions written in Pali, Mon and Myanmar of the [ 1th-
13th centuries AD found in and around Bagan, Bago and Awa,
which are the capitals in the 11th, [3th and 15t centuries. When
the inscriptions are scarce in the 17t and 18t centuries, the
chronicles like Mahayazawin (1720) Hmannan (1829) and
Rulings of Honorary judges become reliable ready references.
The author ignores purposedly all popular legends. In the old
records, the dates are given in Thetgeyit. They are converted to

Christian dates.

About The Author

Than Tun, on 6 April 1923, is a native of Daungyi, Nga-
thainggyuang, Pathein district, Myanmar. During the World War
II he became a member of the communist party. When the party
went underground he left politics. He joined the History
Department as tutor in 1947 and retired in superannuation as
Professor of History in the University of Mandalay. He received
Ph.D. and D.Lit. from the University of London. He has written
and published many articles and books on Mediaeval Myanmar
History. At present he is Member of Myanmar Historical
Commission, Emeritus Professor, History and Archaeology,
University of Yangon. He is awarded the year 2000 Fukuoka
Academic Prize. He married Daw KhinYi in 1948 and they live
m 155 A, Yogi Kyaung Road, Hlaing XI, Yangon, Myanmar.

Preface
An inscription (P1.117b dated 10 February 1199) by Miss
Gloria (336gp600¢) said:

At Yay Ngwe (eqeg,) in Mahlaing, I have had a
monastery built for thirty inmates. Two complete
sets of robes and two upper garments, were given
to the monks. At the shrine, I gave a wishing tree
with several gifts hanging (oeonpSoxué) and one
mulch cow, because I want to get myself free from
the miseries of rebirth. In another words, I want
nirvana. [ share the merits that I would receive for
all these charities with my fellow workers. One
thousand lamps at the shrine, Kahtina robes, 40
needles, 201 water jugs, 4 cups, 5 begging bowls,
1 bell, 20 pairs of slippers were also given (to
monks). The capital is small; my wants infinite.

With a little imagination, [ write that the lovely young girl
called Gloria was a native of Yay Ngwe. The King who came to
Meithtila Dam saw her and took her as a concubine. After the
death of the king she settled in Bagan. She went to her village and
founded a meditation centre. All other stories are similarly based
on inscriptions and [ have to use a little bit of imagination to make
the story interesting. Bo Nyo asked me to write some short stories
and I tried, just to please him.

Than Tun
6 April 2000



