FOREWORD

The Ministry of Informalion presents to the public in print fifty

clected radio talks on Myvanma Culture by Professar Dr Khin Maung
Nvant which have been broadcast in Saturday evening programme
of English section. Myanma Radio. They deal with both tangible
nd mtangible aspects of Myanma cullure louching on a vanicty of
subjocts such as environment archacology, pre-history, history,
Buddhism. tradition and custom, visual and performing arts, talcs
and litcrature. lifc siyle as well as current topical themes pertmning
o Myanma culture. Hence the publication is fitingly entitled. A
Pot-powri of Myanmar culiure.

The Union of Myanmar is not only endowed with a wide range
of biodiversity crealed by her bountiful nature but also 15 enniched
with cultoral heritage which her people have preserved throughout
her long history, These two assets are indeed the main sources of
mational strength and pride. which the Govermment and the people
are making relentless offort to preserve and protect for Myanma
gencrations and it is through thesz two 2sscls that the true perspective
of Myanmar and her people can be gained.

— OF the twelve obiectives laid down by the Government, four
eich in political, economic and soamal ficlds, “Uplift of national pres-
fige and inteerity and preservation and safeguarding of cultural
heritage and national character  is the second in the four social
objcctives.It is in ling with this objective that Myvanmar Radio is
broadcasung Talks on Myanma Celture not only for Mvanmar
people but also for {oreign listeners who sincerely desire to under-
#tand Myanmar and cherish keen interest m things Myanmar,

— Radio talks on Myvanma Culture selected and compiled n this
publication arc classificd under separate subjeets and the titles of
the talks under each subject arc apt and catchy to attract the
#lention and to arousc the mterest of the listeners and readers.
There are topics that run into morc than ane talk. They are

academic prescnlations meant especially for researchers. But on
the whole, these talks provide facts and figures and general infor-
mation about Myanma culture in true perspective. It is hoped that
this compilation in a way would provide some kind of assistance to
Myanmars and forcigners who are in need of instant reference on
Myanma culture,
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