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Preface

This Pali text book is basic course for the LLA students. Here in this
book, (1) The Etymology of Pali, (2) Pali Grammar, (3) Pali I.ttcmtm:ml[
History of Buddhism are given to study.

Pali and Myanmar are different in nature, Pdli is an inflectional lan
guage. However Myanmar is an aggalutinative language. Pali is amember
Indo-European family. Myanmar is a member of Tibeto-Burman, Sub-fi I
of Mongolian group. But Pali has contributed mostly to the growth of M.
asa national language. Brahmanism, Hinduism, Buddhism, Pali and
languages have been well introduced to Myanmar from the very bcgimlnglﬂ
our history ¢ 4* century A.D.Mons invented Mon script using Pallava smpq
So also Py invented Py seript using Kadamba script. Myanmar invented
Myanmar script using Pallava script. However phonetics and ideas were taken
from Pali literature. Myanmar took the Pali alphabet and followed Pali com-
position. As Theravada Buddhism flourished in Myanmar, Pali became the
medium of writing.

As the Buddhavacana are recorded in Pali, it is essential to leam more
Pali to understand the Buddhist Abhidhamma Pali will provide the students in
the study of the Abhidhammain English.

The Roman alphabet is the most widely used alphabetic writing
system today, Languages are transliterated everywhere into Roman script. Sc
Pali is to be studied in the Roman seript for international use.

Piali can help you in your study of other Indo-European languages:
English, German, French, ltalian, Russian, Spanish, Swedish etc. and alsg
culture and tradition of Myanmar. ,
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