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Dahawn Dam Village in the Hkakabo Razi National Park

Hkakabo Razi (5881 meters) high snow-capped mountain is situated in the northern
most part of Myanmar. The Forest Department is interested in conserving the environment of
this area because of its diverse and unique flora and fauna. Thus, in November 1998 the
Forest Department demarcated and declared this region as the Hkakabo Razi National Park.
After establishing the National Park, the Forest Department, together with the Wildlife

Conservation Society (WCS), the Smithsoniam Institute and the California Academy crf' .

Science, has organized a committee to record the mammals, reptiles, amphibians, wild birds

and species of orchids. These objectives will be met by setfing up an Environmental and Wildlife
Conservation Sustainable Development Programme. In addition, this region has also been

ear-marked for the development of Ecotourism. X
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RATIONALE

The aim of writing this book 1s to further and to enhance harmonious agriculture-based
economic development, which will be supported by the photos taken by the Myitkyina YMCA
of environmental training carried out during the period 1999 to 2003.

Kachin State is rich in such mineral resources as jade, rubies. gold, silver, coal and
crude oil. The state also has a topography of high mountain ranges and river valleys where a lot
of biodiversity is found including peculiar flora and fauna. There is also plenty of arable land,
where different kinds of seasonal fruits. vegetables and medicinal herbs can be grown. Kachin
State has been regarded as the head of Myanmae It is also the place where the Ayevarwaddy
River, the main river of Myanmar has its source from the icy mountains in the north. Thus,
conservation of the whole watershed area of the Aveyarwaddy has become definitely important
for the life of Myanmar as a whole.

Wildlife also abounds in Kachin State, with rare species of animals such as the Takin
(Budorcas taxicolor), Red Panda (Ailwrus fulgens). Leaf Deer (Muntiacus putaoensis), and
Blue Sheep (Psudois nayaur). Rare orchids like the 1ady shipper, Black Orchid (Paphiopedilum
wardii) and many other valuable trees, plants and mountain medicinal herbs are in great need
of conservation. For these reasons. it is urgently needed to set up a Sustainable Development
and Conservation Programme for Kachin State.

The Myitkyvina YMCA with the guidance and encouragement of the state
Peace and Developement Council ( §&écofemalinswaca:sdd [dl:cqicmaE8 ) has
started programmes of training on flora and fausa comservation. agriculture development
and animal husbandry, promotion of the use of different medicinal herbs and promotion of the
use of an efficiency mud stove for conserving firewoad Such kinds of training were carried out
at specific areas and wherever possible throughout &l IS Townships. including the Kachin
Regional Area (1) and the Kachin Regional Area {21 Implementing these training has been
made possible through the help, support and co-asdimation of NGOs, such as, SWISSAID
MYANMAR Programme (funding agency), Woeld Concern, WCS, Myanmar Floriculturist
Association, Metta Development Foundation, PSE ENICEF and the Forest Department.

Information. gathered in the areas where the frsining programmes have been conducted
are also compiled for the short book. The writer Bopes that this book would be put into
good use in the future, as a guide book for further training programmes. The writer also
hopes that this book will be of great help to tousists aad people who take interest in the study
of the development of the Kachin State.

"With the Intention of Making the World Green and Peaceful"

Mr. Stephen Lasi Bawk Naw
President of the YMCA Myitkyina
(October 7, 2003)
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