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Ihethree Pyl Ancient Gities ofHaliny BEIKthano,andisrKsetraid eveEloped Srd fiourished oVeraperiod nf
maorethan 1,000/ears hetween car 200 ECE and 800 CEHn the Dry Znne nf the mfddle Ayeyarwady
(Irrawaddy) River basin within the territory of whati (s tot sy modern iMyanmear, Covering & combined
area ofiover, 5,000 hectares, located withinibuffer zonesiofia combinediadditional areaiofalmost 7,000
hectares, the highly-intact moated-anhd=Wallediurban sett|Ementsyset Within & vast |rragated landscape,;
contain the remaine of monumental brick Buddhist Stupas {rellquarfea}, other ritual ctrictiras, palace-
citadels; burial grotnds, water management featUures andearly industrial prﬂduchon_sites

The PyurAncient Cities provide exceptional teshr:r"u:rrv,.nI of the introduction of Buddhism intoSoutheast
Asia twotholisand years 8£o and the sttendant economic, socios pnlrtlcal and/cultural tr3n5f0rmat‘mns
which resulted in: the rise of the ﬁrst largest, and longestlived trhanized settlements of the region
up until the'Sth century, ThE'RYuisHoWed & striking capacity to assimilate thelndic influences and swiftly
moveintoia significantdegree of re-invention;  Theycreated a special formlof Urbapization, thecityof ex-

tended urban format, Which subseatently, influerced trbanization in most ofimainiand Southeast Asia;

These earliest BUddhisteity-states played s seminal rolein theprocess of transmitting the literany, architec

tural andiritual traditions of Pali-based Budd.iusm to othiersocieties inithe sUb-region Wherethey continue
to be'practiced Lpito the present. 4

Together, the three cities provide materialevidehce of the géf!y, mature and Iafe-stagEE of the Pyu civiliza-
tion; characterized by the emergence ofliteracy using Indic Brahmisbasediscript to transcribe Buddhist
texts into Pyuvernacular|enguages, the establishment of -Euddhiét:m;inésﬁc communities, distinctve mor:
tuary practices, skilful Watermanagementwhich enhanced Sgrictlttral productivityand ensured food ke
curity, sophisticated metal- and stone* wurklng, andiongedistancetrateanimanufactured goods,  Stabile
conditions broughtaboutbyiprolonged economicprosperity BndendUring sotialorderfostered ifinovative
developments in construchion technologies ity planning) agfcultire and industrial \producion The
model of urbanaultire established By the'PyliAncient Gities nthe firstmillennivmcontinted to inflience
subsequent clties throughout Myanmarandinia Wldl'_‘r areaptimainland Southeast Asiafor the next one
thousand years,



