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Daw Sanda Khin, MSo(Chamistry), Deputy Director General ol the bnpmrnml ol Archaeology, National Museum and
Library, Ministry-of Cullure came fo me with a manuscript of her book enlitled * Bagan images of mural paintings” fully iilustrated: with

phatographs of some prominent mural paintings of Bagan temples. She requested me to edit and Improve her book and to write
a preface lo i,

Although | have retired as Director-General of this Departmeni since 1989, | have naver lost confact wilh ‘the Universities,
Collages, Institutes and Directorates where | had served as professor-and administrators, and have been always available to
render my assistance and experience on requesl.  Therefore new employees in this Department  after my retirement are in
touch: with me -and Daw Sanda Khin is' one of such new crops. She was present al most of my duly- -Bound occasions—hosting
conducting State guests at archaeological sites, Iaading' fleld . excursion, -and holding seminar on culture relaled subjects

including archeology, She was naot a 'silent attendant bul an aclive participant gain[ng knowledge and experience from her
sliperiors.

Archaeology s a multi - disciplinary subject in which all branches of knowledge, sciences and aris are involved.
Chemistry which Daw Sanda Khin: had majored wilth and M.Sc degree ‘is useful for the preservation of old mural paintings
and excavated finds: stored or displayed in museumn. Formely, she was an Assislant Lecturer at the University of Yangon. Then,
when she was transferred to this Department, she could apply her specialized knowledge, chemistry, in preservation work. Nearly
22 years ol her service today in the preservalion and maintenance of wall paintings in ancient monuments of Bagan have
given her nol only field experience bul also arcused her academic interast in them, Besides | often drew her attention to
Myanmar ancient history. and cultural hentage. This illustrated booklet is indeed the fruitful result of her academic. efforts.

This booklet of (160) pages with (70) photographic illustrations Is of course not a history of Myanmar painting
nor Myanmar painting technigue. It is an initial study by the author of mural palnnngs of some selecied old iempiea of
Bagan In the light of soclal, economic, religious, artistic and cultural implications  of the time. Therefore the booklet
contains  three seclions (1) social life (2) beliel and religion .and (3) fine and performing ars with phmugraphlc copies, of some
mural paintings, original as well as enlarged sizes, lo explain and lllustrate. Without highly te‘chnicﬁl lerms , archaeological

words, names and dating, the style of the booklet is simple and easy so that the reader can understand what it is all about

and the maessage it conveys.

A mullitude  of oid monuments in and around Bagan makes it impossible to complle a final - conclusive Inventory
of Bagan. monuments till to-day. The more you dig, the. more you find, Muaral paintings also are as couniless as monuments.

Before a comprehensive history of Bagan mural’ paintings can be compiled, this effort of Daw Sanda Khin " Bagan
images of mural paintings " may be laken as a modest. forerunner.

Professor DrKhin: Maung Hyunt-
M.A,Ph.D.{London]
Director - Genera| [ Retired |
Department of Archaeology
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Foreword

Being responsible for the preservation of ancient cultural heritage, the author has been
to many places as Bagan, Pinya, Inwa and Sagaing in the whole ol Upper Myanmar on occasional
expeditions, with chief assignments of recording, compilation, maintenance, systematic cleaning and
preservation of mural paintings for their endurance during my term of office in the Depariment of
Archaeology, National Museum and Library. Besides, the task of mainlaining records and duplicates of mural
paintings, done before the 1975 Bagan earthquake, are also being restored.

Such works and experience have paved me a way lo present the social life, faith and
religion and fine arts described in three chapters, found from the mural paintings of Bagan City, about one
thousand years old ; and thusit is humbly expected that those who have unfortunately no knuwiadge of this
subject and those of future generation, including foreigners would be well informed and enlightened by my
booklet.

Due to lack of evidence and proofs in ancient times, the story of Bagan was no more than
a lale to tell with disputes debates, leading to heated controversies. There is an old Myanmar saying " If
you discuss aboul Bagan you need a stick on your shoulder to defend yourself when heated argument
blows up into a quarrel." Such background of Bagan's past motivates me to compile this booklet. Inspite
of my official duties, my enthusiasm and untiring efforts have resulted a good harvest in the form of this
booklet. May | appeal to the readers, scholars and researchers to correct my errors ‘and improve my booklet.

The State has invested man, money, material and technical skills for discovery, excavation
and restoration of tangible and intangible cultural heritages of Myanmar. | am firmly convinced that all
Myanmar citizens be fully conscious of their national n:lutir to constantly protect their cultural heritage.

Sanda Khin
Depuly Director General
Department of Archaeology, National Museum and Library



