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Preface

Myanmar is a country inhabited by different ethnic peoples
invested with colourful traditions, customs and beliefs and
long history, Sandwiched between the two giants -India
und China, it is taken for granted that it would have contacts
with them and been influenced religiously, culturally,
racially, politically, economically, etc by them before the
advent of the Christian Era. This is proved true by the
frequent discoveries of archaeological evidences, vestigial
orexcavated, in the sites of ancient cities dotting Myanmar.
Since 1998 when he started to join the International
Theravada Buddhist Missionary University to date, the
author, as an enthusiast for history and Buddhism, have
on these two subjects to Theravada Dhamma Journals,
the annual magazines of the International Theravada
Buddhist Missionary University and the State Pariyatti
Sasana University (Yangon), the Global New Light of
Myanmar (previously the New Light of Myanmar), the
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Light of Majjhima published by U Candramani Foundation
in India, the Southeast Asian Research Journal published
by Phusan University, South Korea, etc. In fact, this book
is just an anthology of the 19 articles and research papers
selected from what he has contributed to the afore-said

journals, magazines and newspapers. To be exact, out of |

19, only two articles titled "The History of Ancient Khrait
City" and "The History of Old Taikkala City" remain
unpublished so far. The fist seven articles are dealt with
ancient Rakine history. Of them, the article titled "A
Nostalgia for the Banks of the Lemyo River” which
appeared in the Global New Light of Myanmar dated 16
Movember 2014 is on the author s reminiscence of his
sweet child-hood in the native wwn Minbya, a small sleepy
town in the northern Rakhine State and the socio-
economic and political conditions of Rakhine State and
the reform measures of the Union Government which
occurred in Rakhine State from May 2012 to the time of
writing the article. The six articles from the 8th to the
13th centre about ancient Myanmar and Mon history. The
remaining six articles from the 14th to the 19th focus on
Buddhism, of which the first three are devoted to
fundamental teaching of the Buddha, the fourth and the
fifth are the fictionalized ones set in Buddhist literature
and the last and 19th a memoir of the author’s teacher
Ven. Kosalla under whom he had studied Buddhist

literature for seven years at the Interational Theravada

Buddhist Missionary University, As the topics in some

A GLIMPSE INTO PART OF ANCIENT ..... 3

articles correlate with one another, topic-overlapping is
inevitable, In the main, it is hoped that this manuscript can
provide readers with a quick glance into part of ancient
Myanmar history and fundmental concepts of Buddhism.



