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126
128 The book titling ''The Yazawin-Kyaw'' is compiled by

Venerable Mahà Sllavarhsa and translated and edited by U
Tun M yint Aung. It was compiled by M ah: Sîlavarhsa in128
the 15th century. Myanmar Historiography is one of the

138 favourite subjects taught in universities of Myanmar
.

140 Historiography means history of histol'y. History in Myanmar
language is 'yazawin'. It is an adaption from Pali 'r:javarhsa'
which means 'Iineage of the kings'. It is also known as Thc etl i tllI' was
chronicle.

kleveltlpetl ftlrther by late chroniclcs.
It is lcltrnl that the b()()k has been published for four

ti mcs, 11 was l'irst publ ishcd by the Burma Research Society.
L Pc M kt ung Tin using the palnl-leaf

m a)1 tl sc r i pt s of K i IIU' u 1) M i 11 gy i antl Say a Pwa 1' . The'T'h
e chronicles deal mainly with the king. emphasizing a . j intl) English version is veryCelebrated (. hrollicle tl llllslatet

on such events as the king's birth, princehood, and accession , - . . . a , tjaerare. I 11 t? I ore i t'rn sch (') l al s 11:1 ve (1 i I f i cu 11 i es to stu Ih

d

to the throne, his queens and children, his works of merit - .clirl iest 11 istory book ot Nlyalllnar. lt is also learnt that the
and his loss of power on his de-ath. n e chronicles over four ailu tknd purpose of the lranskation of the Yazawin-Kyaw is
major periods namely Bagan Period ( l 044- l 364). including t() intl.oduce tlle cttrliest Myalllllar history' book to both Iocal
also the two periods of Sagaing and Pinya, Inwa Period ! jklreign readtnrs to ttcqultinl them w'ith Myanmar lileratureant
( l 364- 1 555). Taungoo Period ( 1555- 1 752) and Konboung 'jaicjl turivctj în M yanmar

. T() translatc and edit this book,W
Period (1752- 1886). u 'run Myint Aung has been reccntly awarded lhe Manuscript

The chronicles were f irst wrhten in the f ifteenth I
-itrary Pfizre ( English ) (,1' tlte Tun Foulldatilm Ballk Literary

century which was a golden age in M yanmar. Of the comlllittee fl'r 2() l 9
. Sk1 far he hlts established many articles,

chronicles within befween the fifteen century and the end zms :$la(j written books in English
.Pt'of the seventeenth century, very few survive today. The rrlais is (he right time to publish this book ''The

oldest chronicle extant is the M ahâ Sammata-vafhsas alias yaz:twill
-lkyaw'' translatcd antl cdited by U Tun M yint Aung

Ya-zawin-Kyaw tThe Celebrated Chronicle). M any scholars d the publicatioll ot' sucll :1 book is a welcome event
.ltF1

agree that it was based on the MahRvarhsa and it deals mainly
with tbeBuddhist kings of India.

The Yazawin-Kyaw was written in 1520 by a monk
called n ila-wuntha (Sïlavalilsals a great Myanmar poet and
learned Pàli scholar of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries.
It was based on the Mahàvalùsa and it deals mainly with the
Buddhist kings of India and Ceylon. Information about

Dr. Kyaw W in
Prtllkssor and Head (Retired)

Deparlment of History
Yangon University
5-3-2020 (Thursday)


