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Part 11 elaborates on the stipulation by Bishup Ussher on

t l)e Age of the Earth in a 1 564 publication to be around (at that
tllkte in the 16Lb centuzyj 5600 years! Interestingly, contemporary
st'lentists Issac Newton and Johannes Kepler also adhered to the

vhew. like Bishop Ussher, that the Earth is about 6000 years old

(t'otlnting from the early 2 1'' century). Three centuries after the
l3lshop and the scientists postulated that the Earth's existence

t lïen was about 5600 years, in the m id- 1 91b century Lord Kelvin

Iwrllim'n 'rhomson) proposed that the age of the Fxarth was between
2ï) înillion to 40O m illion years. One notable fact is that except for

I llsitop Ussher Newton Kepler and Lord Kelvin were scientists and

t ldls indicates that scientist can at tim es be wrong. Nevertheless

tktlllke most religious dx tcines science is self-correcting. This is a
le'sson that can be taken from the guesses and stipulations of the

.,/4e of the Earth in the 1 611. and 1 7'è' centtzries by various personages.
Part III contains glim pses of the philosophical doctrines

ttlld historical perspectives of two philosophers Bar-uch Spinoza and

1 Sei'trand Russell and a historian Arnold Toynbee. As reviews of

( 'lzarles Darwin and his works corlstitute the plurality of articles in

I'af-t 1, there are three articles about Spinoza (one jtlxtaposed with
t i)(! views of Arnold Toynbee) and one article on Bertrand Russell.

1 would lAe to thank the newspapers and magazines that

Tltlbtlshed m y articles and also to the staff of Kyipwayay Press in

M,tlzdalay for retyping some of my articles and to U Zu Zu Maw in

f.tcllitating the publication of this collection.

(b) Exobiology, Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence,
Biq Bang and Multiverse Cosmologies: A Brief
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W hy do I use the word 'm odern' to describe the personages

discussed or 'glimpsedT In my earlier book Glimpses of Ancien! and
Medïetul Personages most of the personages and tbeîr work discussed

iflourished' from over 2400 years ago to about 75O plus years ago.

The inclusion in the above book about Spinoza (1632- 1677) and
Sigmund Freud ( 1856- 1939) was as a result of comparing their
philosophtes arzd postutates with those of the ancient and m edieval

personages.
In this collection the earliest personage discussed is

Nicolas Copernicus (1473- 15431. The era that Copernicus flourished
can arguably be described as the 'm edieval' period. Still tbe
enlightenment period in Europe had begun even in the 1 5+ centuzy

and hence the discussion on Coperrzicus can also be designated

as the modern perlod. Most of the articles deal with personages

from the l 6'b century to the 19'11 cent-ury. A few of the personages

discussed or briefly mentioned were born in the 2O'b century, not
between the 1 6.1, and 19G centuries. But they are not the m ain

topic of discussions. I have m entioned them inasmuch as aspects

of their work relates to their earlier counterparts. Ernst Mayr, Carl
Sagan, Stephen Jay Gould and Sim on Conway Mol-ris were a11 born

irz the 20'h century but l have brieily discussed their mainly scientific

views in Part l which is on scientists.

This collection of essays is divided into three main parts.

Part I is about scientists who flourished and did their
scientific work from the 16'b to l 9'* centtlries nam ely and

chronologically Nicholas Coperrticus Giordano Bruno Johalm es
Myjtkt zln

Kepler, Charles Darwin Alfred Wegener and Errist Mayr. There is ap 
v a s go a
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se pte mb er 2oz 5

fact of e volu tion i n this part : as be fitting his gre at scie nti fic

cont ributions .
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Preface

.tip/rnpses o
.f Modem Personages is a collection of articles essaysa brief comparative glimpse lo5

'tklcl book reviews which I have published in various newspapers,
(c) spinoza's philosophical determinism juxtaposed

Jylagr ines and journals from the year 1990 to 2024. They wereand compared with that of Makkhali Gosala,
l'tlblislaed in newspapers and m agazines in Malaysia, Australia,Augustine, Lord Kelvin and stephen Hawking 11 1

C ting Bertrand Russell's Sooth Korea and the United Kingdom. At the end of each article the(a) ommemora
150'b birthday: is the Universe or the multiverse flilte the article or review appeared is mentioned.

(unjust? 123 The personages discussed are only 'glimpses. ' They tglimpse'
k'llly a few aspects of the personages' work and contributions to

K ljttman knowledge in various lields. Needless to say, they are not

r'ven mjnor dbiograplzies 'A few of thcm are short arld some somewhat

ltàlàger. W ith one exception I have not substantively changed the

ï'ontents of m y essays and it is reproduced here as they were

jlllblished. My article A Spinozist and Toynbeean atteznpt to salve

tlte wounds of the Tnzmp presidency' was lirst published in Campus

h'foppfeuz (Australia) in October 2020 a few weeks before the 2020
l lltited States presidential election. In light of tbe regrettable 2024

l IS election results I have updated at the end of my article by means

4'1' a comm ent in August 2025. Apart from that there are no

/lt' bstantial change or updates in the rest of tlae articles/book
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